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An intergovernmental 

Programme of UNESCO 

UNESCO’s Information for All 

Programme provides a platform for in

ternational policy discussions and guide

lines for action on: 

• preservation of information and uni

versal access to it; 

• participation of all in the emerging 

global information society; 

• ethical, legal and societal conse

quences of ICT developments. 

The Russian President’s 

visit to our headquarters 

gave UNESCO-Russia 

partnership an 

unheard-of impetus. 

The Information for All Pro

gramme provides a framework for 

international co-operation and inter

national and regional partnerships. 

It supports the development of com

mon strategies, methods and tools for 

building a just and free information 

society and for narrowing the gap 

between the information rich and the 

information poor. 

The Information for All Programme 

is a key element in the fulfillment of 

UNESCO’s mandate to contribute 

to “education for all”, to the “free ex

change of ideas and knowledge” and to 

“increase the means of communication 

between peoples”. 

The programme emerged in 

2000 with a merger of two essential 

UNESCO programmes of the two 

previous decades: the General Infor

mation Programme, and the Intergov-

We fully share the 

UNESCO stance on the 

promotion and development 

of the civilization dialogue. 

Today, Russia possesses 

all resources it needs for a 

more dynamic participation 

as ambitious projects are 

implemented under the aegis 

of UNESCO, the Council 

of Europe and other interna

tional organizations. 

Vladimir Putin,

 President of Russia 

ernmental Informatics Programme. 

The very name of the new programme, 

Information for All, is indicative of a 

global evolution – a problem previ

ously assessed as predominantly tech

nological has come to be viewed as 

humanitarian-even humanist. Man not 

technology-not even information itself-

ought to dominate new global informa

tion policies. 

Progress of human-oriented infor

mation policies, aimed to develop the 

human potential, knowledge and hab

its, is the Programme core because it 

depends on man which way the entire 

human race and every particular country 

and nation takes. 

The Programme has a twofold mes

sage-promotion of an active discussion 

on political, ethical and societal prob

lems of the emergent global informa

tion society, and implementing practi

cal programmes with the opportunities 

of information and communication 

technologies to form that society, Mr. 

Koichiro Matsuura, UNESCO Di

rector-General, said in an address to 

the 5th international conference, The 

Law and Internet, which Moscow was 

hosting, November 25-26, 2003. 
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IFAP National Committee of Russia

The Russian Committee of the 

UNESCO Information for All Pro

gramme was established, 2001, on rec

ommendations of the Intergovernmental 

Council for IFAP and resolution of the 

Russian Commission for UNESCO. 

Represented on the Committee are gov

ernment bodies, educational, research 

and cultural institutions, public organi

zations, and commercial companies. 

The Committee links Russia with 

the Intergovernmental Council for the 

UNESCO Information for All Pro

gramme. It takes part in the formation 

of national policies toward global infor

mation society. It exchanges informa-

To cooperate with UNESCO, an 

extremely influential international 

organization, on the IFAP is 

politically important to the 

Smolensk Region. The regional 

administration is doing much to 

make its work more open, and 

make official information public. 

UNESCO has proclaimed policies 

of universal access to important 

of public domain. The Smolensk 

Region is actively implementing 

those policies. 

Victor Maslov, Governor of the 

Smolensk Region 

tion and establishes partnerly ties with 

a great many international structures, 

and national ones outside Russia, and 

circulates in Russia information about 

global trends and related UNESCO 

policies. 

In particular, the Russian Com

mittee is active in preparing Russian 

participation in the WSIS. Russia de

termined, on Committee initiative, its 

stance on two draft UNESCO docu

ments, essential to knowledge-based 

societies—the Charter on the Pres

ervation of Digital Heritage, and the 

Recommendation concerning the Pro

motion and Use of Multilingualism and 

Universal Access to Cyberspace. The 

32nd UNESCO General Conference 

adopted both. 

The Committee promotes IFAP 

ideas in Russia, and works to attract 

related organizations and persons to its 

implementation. To assist the elabora

tion of socially-oriented latter-day infor

mation policies, which will help man to 

develop knowledge and habits necessary 

for life in information society is the pri

mary Committee duty. 

In conformity with general UNESCO 

policies, the Russian IFAP Committee 

attaches special importance to bringing 

closer together the stances of ruling bod

ies, commercial companies, public organi

zations and other interested Parties for the 

emergent knowledge-based societies. 

Prominent among the Committee’s 

principal Russian partners are the federal 

Ministry of Culture and Mass Communi

cations, the federal Ministry of Transport 

and Communications, the Spetssvyaz 

Rossii (federal agency for circulating of

ficial information in digital formats), the 

State Duma (parliament’s lower house), 

the Chamber of Commerce and Indus

try, the St. Petersburg State University, 

the Kemerovo State University of Cul-

Committee’s website 

- www.ifap.ru 

ture and the Arts, the Russian State and 

the Russian National libraries, the Rus

sian Library Association, the Tretyakov 

Gallery, the legal information consortium 

Kodeks, Consultant Plus joint-stock 

company, the rights foundation, Com

mission for Free Information Access, the 

PIK Centre, Pushkin Library nonprofit 

foundation, and others. 

The Committee cooperates with 

many international organizations, in 

particular, the UN Information Cen

tre, the Moscow UNESCO office, the 

UNDP, the Russian UNICEF office, 

the European Commission, the GIPI, 

and the ICC. 

The Russian Commission for 

UNESCO and the Russian permanent 

representation to UNESCO are active

ly supporting the Committee. 

The Committee has close partnerly 

ties with Russian regional administra

tions—a major help to effectively imple

ment IFAP policies in the various parts 

of the country. The Bryansk, Kamchat

ka, Kemerovo, Orenburg and Smolensk 

regional administrations are the most 

dynamic in partnership with the Com

mittee as it is steadily extending coop

eration geography. 
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Alexey Demidov, Vyacheslav Yudin and Evgeny Kuzmin, Russian Committee members at a session


of the Intergovernmental Council for IFAP, Paris, May 23, 2003


The Committee regularly circulates 

in the media information about its ac

tivities and progress of knowledge socie

ties in and outside Russia. Media out

lets based in Russia and other countries 

are interested watchers of Committee 

work, and provide coverage of its fruit-

conferences, seminars, research, topical 

material publication, and expert council 

activities. 

As the Russian IFAP Committee 

sees it, apart from forming its own in

formation policies, Russia ought to take 

part in its formation on the Common

wealth of Independent States (CIS), 

the Council of Europe, the APEC, the 

Shanghai Six, and other regional organ

izations. Exemplifying such practical 

efforts is Committee participation in the 

European Commission project Minerva 

Plus, and a digital library project, Meet

ing of Frontiers: Russia-Kazakhstan. 

Organization structure 

An interregional public organiza

tion to support the Information for All 

UNESCO Program, IPOS/IFAP, 

has the duties of the National Commit

tee staff/secretariat. It was established 

for the purpose in 2002, and officially 

registered by the Ministry of Justice 

of the Russian Federation. As a legal 

body, it has the right to attract grants 

for IFAP implementation, and pos

sesses national and foreign currency 

bank accounts. The IPOS/IFAP has 

four on its full-time staff, and is led by 

the National Committee vice-chair. 

The National Committee has its office 

on the premises of the federal Ministry 

of Culture. The arrangement allows the 

Committee Secretariat to promptly and 

efficiently settle all issues of coopera

tion with the Ministry of Culture, its 

regional structures and subordinate in

stitutions. 

Representing the National Com

mittee in West Siberia is a Research 

Institute of Kuzbas Public Welfare 

Information Technologies, which was 

established for the purpose under the 

Kemerovo State University of Culture 

and the Arts. 

The organization has three regional 

branches in Russia – for Moscow, the 

Moscow Region and the Orenburg Region. 

Financing 

In 2003, the federal Ministry of 

Culture, in coordination with the Min

istry of Economy, allocated more than 

US$100,000 to implement IFAP in 

Russia. The IPOS/IFAP was entrust

ed with management. In addition, the 

Ministry of Culture made grants to a 

total exceeding US$160,000 to imple

ment IFAP-related programs, projects 

and occasional events, such as confer

ences, seminars and roundtables. These 

grants were intended for other offices, 

with an emphasis on libraries. 

Co-financing IFAP-related events 

were the Kamchatka regional admin

istration (US$30,000), the Push

kin Library nonprofit foundation 

($10,000), the Kemerovo regional 

administration ($7,000), the UNI

CEF Moscow office ($4,500), the 

GIPI ($1,500) and certain other 

governmental, commercial and pub

lic organizations. Total co-financing 

of IFAP-related events in Russia ex

ceeded US$350,000 in 2003. 
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wherever you might live, you can gain 

access to treasures of the Hermitage and 

the Russian Museum, the Louvre and 

the Prado, or address information bases 

of the Russian State Library or the Li

brary of the Congress. 

“Information about us” means that 

the population of an outlying area, such 

as Kuzbas, are no mere information con

sumers but makers. Pioneer information 

technologies, mainly Internet, provide re

cently unheard-of opportunities to make 

local information open to all, and enrich 

the global cultural colour scheme with the 

inimitable colours of particular areas. 

Institute experts made a wide range 

of research to integrate the people of 

Kuzbas into global information soci

ety. Their efforts resulted in a concept 

and instruments elaborated to form 

personal information culture. These 

instruments base on an academic 

course, “ABC of Personal Informa

tion Culture”, methods of creating 

versatile information products, and 

tests to evaluate the amount of person

al information culture. All these mate

rials became available to a wide range 

of readers as the Institute experts put 

out their book, Personal Information 

Culture Promotion by Libraries and 

Educational Institutions. 

The Institute fruitfully combines re

search with experiment and public edu

cation. ABC of Personal Information 

Culture is taught in tens of Kuzbas-

based secondary educational institutions 

on the initiative and with support of the 

Institute personnel. 

This discipline introduces boys 

and girls to the information world, 

teaches them to use pioneer infor

mation technologies, and gives them 

a start for lifelong education. The 

curriculum received wide acclaim in 

Russia. Attending information cul

ture classes are not only secondary 

and higher school students but li

brarians, teachers, college professors 

and postgraduate students. 

Institute experts are implementing 

technologies of information instruction for 

the various categories of readers in school, 

children’s, young people’s, public and re

search libraries of Kuzbas. Librarians are 

trained for psychological and pedagogical 

fundamentals of information education. 

More than a thousand Kuzbas cultural 

and educational experts increased their 

information culture within the preceding 

three years. Training teachers of informa

tion culture ABC was arranged, as never 

before in Russia. 

The Institute is well aware of how 

necessary it is to maintain close links of 

theory and practice. A permanent dia

logue of scholars, practical workers and 

information consumers is guaranteed by 

conferences and seminars. Eleven fo

rums on the problems of human training 

for life in information society gathered 

several thousand experts from all over 

Russia and other post-Soviet countries. 

Annual IFAP Days have become a 

praiseworthy tradition in Kuzbas. They 

are arousing public interest in the Pro

gramme. A wide range of issues pertain

ing to the organisation of information 

education come under debate. There are 

ever more organisations interested in im

plementing Institute achievements in Ke

merovo regional educational practice. 

Institute activities reach far outside 

the Kemerovo Region. Its experts main

tain professional contacts with many 

Russian-based research and informa

tion centres. Such partnership promotes 

social and economic progress of Kuzbas 

and its integration into the global infor

mation environment. It allows every Si

berian to gain access to global informa

tion resources and treasures of national 

and world culture. 

Institute experts have published 

more than 150 works on information 

culture, and more than twenty teach

ing aids. Colleagues were enthusiastic 

about many of them. The Kemerovo 

Project, as Institute efforts are often 

referred to, is among the most spec

tacular instances of IFAP promotion 

in Russia. The Institute has made the 

Kemerovo Region Russia’s acknowl

edged leader for information culture 

promotion. 

You are welcome to see the fruit of 

IFAP-related Institute activities on site, 

http://nii.art.kemerovonet.ru 
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Observatory of the Information Society:


Russian Segment

Observatory of the Information So

ciety was established on the UNESCO 

Information for All Programme to 

monitor global, regional and national in

formation policies, and provide a forum 

for international debates on the issues of 

universal equal access to information. 

Since 2001, the Observatory has been 

monitoring political developments, legis

lative changes, and the activities of vari

ous organisations related to the progress 

of information society. Circulating infor

mation about the ethic, legal and societal 

aspects of cyberspace development, and 

promotion of policy-making in informa

tion and communication technologies are 

basic duties of the Observatory. 

The Russian Programme Commit

tee is active at the Observatory. A PR 

campaign of the Committee in Observ

atory Support helped many Russians to 

learn its goals and objectives. The most 

active joined the work to catalogue refer

ences to Russian resources. The Rus

sian-language Observatory section is 

one of the most extensive and informa

tive for today. 

The Russian Programme Commit

tee does not sleep on its laurels. It has 

9

Observatory of the Information Society. Russian segment website – iso.ifap.ru 

Irina Mironova, vice-president of 

Kodeks Co. 

determined to shift from a quantitative 

inclusion of profile resources to making 

a quality database on knowledge and in

formation sources. That primarily con

cerns legislation on information society 

problems. 

The Committee provided texts of 

related Russian laws to be placed in the 

UNESCO Collection of National Cop

yright Laws. Kodeks Co., Committee 

partner, translated the texts into English. 

Negotiations are underway now for 

contracts with the Spetssvyaz Rossii

authorised holder and circulator of digi

tised Russian laws and bylaws-and the 

Kodeks legal information consortium for 

a bilingual (Russian-English) national 

site of the Observatory, iso.ifap.ru 

The Russian Programme Com

mittee and Kodeks Co. have already 

started establishing it. An initial step 

was made as an unabridged collection of 

official texts of Russian copyright laws 

appeared on the Committee site, www. 

iso.ifap.ru 









Information and Publishing


The IFAP National Committee opened its web site, www. 

ifap.ru, in 2002. Renewed on a daily schedule, it is now one 

of the most quoted Russian-language UNESCO resources 

on Internet. 

The IPOS/IFAP and the Russian State Youth Library 

together established the Ecological Culture site, www.eco. 

ifap.ru, in 2003. 

Ecological Culture website - eco.ifap.ru 

The federal Ministry of Culture and Kodeks Co.—one 

of Russia’s leading national legal information resource manu

facturers, with support and direct participation of the IPOS/ 

IFAP, established a network portal of public legal information 

centers, www.pcpi.ru, late in 2003, and are keeping it. 
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In 2001-03, the IFAP 

RF translated into Russian, 

put out and circulated more 

than a thousand copies of a 

brochure bearing the text 

of the Information for All 

UNESCO Program. 

A portfolio, “Information 

for All UNESCO Program in 

Russia” was made and circulat-

ed in and outside Russia, 2003-

2,000 Russian-language copies 

and 500 English-language. 

500 Russian - and English-language copies of the Infor

mation for All UNESCO Program, the Draft Charter on the 

Preservation of the Digital Heritage, and the Draft Recom

mendation concerning the Promotion and Use of Multilin

gualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace were published 

and circulated, December 2003, within the framework of the 

international conference, Law and Internet. 

School Library Pub

lishers put out 7,500 cop

ies of a 2nd edition, “The 

Promotion of Personal 

Information Culture by 

Libraries and Educational 

Establishments”. The book 

carried the findings of a re

search program of the same 

name, which is part of Rus

sian efforts to implement 

IFAP. 

Authors, Publishers, 

Booktraders: International 

Acts, Agreements and 

Declarations. A collection 

of bylaws and recommenda

tions for libraries, publishers 

and booktraders. 

Moscow, 2002, 304 p. 







 

Secretary General, attended the confer

ence. Information on site, www.rsl.ru 

Moscow’s Central House of Jour

nalists hosted, May 25, a roundtable 

on, “UNESCO and Russia in the 

3rd Millennium”. Spokesmen of the 

Moscow UNESCO office and the 

Russian IFAP Committee addressed 

journalists. Information is in offer on 

site, www.ifap.ru 

An international conference, Into 

the Future via Libraries, gathered in 

Anapa, Krasnodar Territory, Septem

ber 15-19. 

Organizers: the Ministry of Culture 

of the Russian Federation, the Rus

sian IFAP Committee, the UNICEF 

Moscow office, the Krasnodar territo

rial administration, and Russian youth 

libraries. Mr. Matsuura, UNESCO 

Director-Director, greeted the confer

ees. Information available on site, www. 

ifap.ru 

Arkhangelsk hosted, October 1-2, a 

seminar on, “UNESCO Information 

for All Program”, within the framework 

of an international conference, Libraries 

in the Regional Cultural Environment. 

The seminar introduced in Arkhangelsk a 

UNESCO pilot program for the Russian 

North and the Barents Sea countries. The 

conferees agreed for partnership on project, 

Antoniev-Siisky Digital Library, pertaining 

to St. Anthony’s Monastery of Siya, the 

principal and one of the best-known monas

teries in European Russia’s north. Informa

tion available on site, www.ifap.ru 

November 4. A seminar on, “Russian 

Partnership with International Organ

izations in Socio-Economic Applica

tion of Information and Communica

tion Technologies” gathered in Moscow 

on the federal target program, E-Russia. 

Organizers: Institute of Statistical 

Studies and Economics of Knowledge 

under the State University/Higher 

School of Economics, the Ministry of 

Economic Development and Trade of 

the Russian Federation, and the Rus

sian IFAP Committee. 

The conferees discussed prospects 

of Russian participation in programs 

and projects of international organiza

tions—UNESCO IFAP-related and 

UNIDO—pertaining to information 

and communication technologies, and 

issues of promoting international part

nership on the federal program, E-

Russia. Information available on site, 

www.ifap.ru 

November 25-26. The Moscow-

based Russian Academy of Civil Serv

ice under the federal President hosted 

a 5th international conference, Law 

and Internet: Theory and Practice, 

within the IFAP framework. 

Organizers: the Ministry of Culture 

of the Russian Federation, the Rus

sian IFAP Committee, the Russian 

Academy of Civil Service under the fed

eral President, the Moscow UNESCO 

office, the Russian Commission for 

UNESCO Affairs, and the Internet 

Foundation of Civil Initiatives in Poli

tics. The agenda focused on, “Problems 

of Intellectual Property in Cyberspace”. 

A presentation by Koichiro Matsuura, 

UNESCO Director-Director, was read 

to the gathering. The conference includ

ed public introduction of new basic docu

ments adopted by the 32nd UNESCO 

General Conference, Draft Charter on 

the Preservation of the Digital Herit

age, and the Draft Recommendation 

concerning the Promotion and Use of 

Multilingualism and Universal Access to 
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IFAP National Committee of Russia 

will gratefully accept donations, 


which will be directed on

realization of the Programme in Russia 


Beneficiary Interregional public organization to support the Information for All UNESCO Program 
(IPOS/IFAP) 

Account № 407 039 787 000 000 00 109  
in Moscow-Paris Bank, OJSC

 account № 301 018 105 000 000 002 83 in 4th Moscow Branch of Bank of Russia 






