Many of the analyses and projections which are currently being made concerning the "Information/Knowledge Society" are based on assumptions that the Internet is operating in a benign and technically straightforward and transparent fashion and overall is being deployed and implemented in manner supportive of the broad public interest.  Unfortunately, while many had long suspected that these assumptions might not be totally correct, we now have direct evidence from the revelations made by the NSA whistleblower Mr. Edward Snowden, that not only can we not proceed based on these assumptions; but in fact, that certain forces and specifically the security operation of the USA, the NSA, is and has, perhaps from the very beginning, been acting to subordinate the Internet to this country's interests and national security and it appears increasingly to its political and economic objectives as well.
These revelations, have in the words of the recent statement by the Internet Society (ISOC), "if true, these reports describe government programmes that undermine the technical foundations of the Internet and are a fundamental threat to the Internet’s economic, innovative, and social potential"; and thus have the effect of shattering the trust on the basis of which the deployment and use of a global Internet and the growth and development of a global Knowledge Society in the public interest is possible.
I  believe that these developments should be included in the final statement of our group and including a call for UNESCO to actively contribute to a process of creating a global framework agreement of Internet principles (including mechanisms for ensuring appropriate levels of transparency and democratic accountability in the governance of the Internet) as the basis for a rebuilding of the trust on which the Internet is necessarily based.
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