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	Remarks of Irina Bokova, 
Director-General of UNESCO
on the occasion of the International Conference on “Internet and Socio-Cultural Transformations in Information Society”
To be delivered by Mr Indrajit Banerjee, Director of Knowledge Societies Division

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, 8 September 2013


Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of Ms Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO, I am deeply honoured to welcome all of you to this international conference on Internet and Socio-Cultural Transformations in Information Society, organized in this most unique and historical part of the Russian Federation – the Sakhalin region. 

I wish to start by expressing my thanks to the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation and its head, Mr. Vladimir Medinsky, to the Federal Agency for Press and Mass Communications headed by Mr. Mikhail Seslavinsky, and to the Commission of the Russian Federation for UNESCO and its leaders – Chairman of the Commission, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, Mr. Sergey Lavrov, and Mr. Grigory Ordzhonikidze, the Commission’s Executive Secretary -- for their active and effective support to the Russian Committee of the UNESCO Information for All Programme.

This support has allowed the Committee to launch and implement numerous and outstanding international projects, which are of great importance for UNESCO.

I wish also to express my appreciation to the Government of the Sakhalin Region and the Governor, Mr. Alexander Horoshavin, for the tremendous support in hosting this international conference. 

And finally, my special thanks go to Mr. Evgeny Kuzmin, Chairman of the Russian Committee and Intergovernmental Council of the UNESCO Information for All Programme -- for his tireless work to strengthen this UNESCO programme, to assist UNESCO Member States in developing and implementing the policy frameworks and capacities for building inclusive and equitable knowledge societies.

The Internet is having a profound transformational impact on all aspects of society, so this international, inter-disciplinary conference is timely and relevant to understand these transformations in our socio-cultural life. 
It is critical to map and analyse the dynamic and complex nature of changes we are witnessing in the age of the Internet and digital technology, in order to take stock of developments over the past decade or more and to harness better these new technologies for sustainable knowledge societies.

UNESCO is deeply engaged in key Internet related programmes, which we are now enhancing to ensure that all dimensions of the Internet, Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are fully integrated into UNESCO’s mandate. 
In this respect, strengthening freedom of expression in cyberspace is essential, to ensure that everyone’s voice is heard and that the Internet becomes a fully open and participatory platform for dialogue and access to information and knowledge.

UNESCO has also been a leader in the use of ICTs in education and our flagship programmes include the Open Educational Resources programme (OER) and the Open Access to knowledge initiative (OA). 
Our policy guidelines in these areas are being adopted in a number of countries around the world. 
We are also actively engaged in promoting multilingualism in cyber space, and IFAP organized an important international conference on this subject two years ago in Yakutsk, Russian Federation. 
Cultural diversity is a pillar of knowledge societies, and we are continuing to advocate for the promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity on all media platforms.

For UNESCO, universal access to information and knowledge is an essential pre-condition for inclusive development and empowerment.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I hope that this gathering of experts from around the world will help shape new partnerships for addressing the challenges that lie ahead and help us capitalise on the tremendous potential that the Internet and ICTs offer. 
I will be following closely the outcomes of this meeting with a view to ensuring that your recommendations are reflected in UNESCO’s work and disseminated through our global networks.

I wish you fruitful and productive deliberations.  

Thank you.

Page 1 
Page 2
Page 3

